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| Part of the 44th and 45th Verſes: | 
nd in the Days of edeſe 6 
ſer up a Kingdom which all 4. 
Ide Kingdom Jhall not se left to other People, but ir 
Poll break in Pirtes, and cvnſume all theſe Kingdoms, 
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and it fhall aud for euer. 


n 
* 


| GOD bath made. known th the King what ſhall come | 
* 


S and live in an Age, When not only the common 
Scandal of Chrift's Croſs, but with ſome a downs 
N right Atheiſm, and with others a disbelief of Chri- 
| Rianity, make our Office hard, and even expoſe our Perſons 
| t60 often to Reproach for our Works ſake ; I have choſen theſe - 
| Words as affording us ſomething, which, I think,” may nor 


animate us in our Tabolrs, and hold up our Hearts under any 


Our Office, in Proportion to the ſeveral Degrees which we 
have received, is that of Paſtors, Teacbers or Niniſters in Chtiſt's 
Church; and my Text is a Prophecy of the Church it ſelf; 


both Miniſters and People, a5 it was delivered by Daniel, neat 4 
It hundred Years befere our Saviour actually laid the firſt cor. 


N E her Stone of it upon that Rock, upon which he built ir. 


en,; but the fedhd; by Which they deſcribe Chi, Chereb . 


being as much ſupsriof to the firſt, as the other Propheſies of Uh 


our Saviour were of mere Timpoftange, and even plainer in theit 


Prefigatrations of him, than in thoſe Hiſtorical Aluſions that 
I they had to the Perſons for whom they were made uſe of a 
| . 5 I ſhall paſs over even that notable Relation which they = | 
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And for as much as thou ſaweſt, that the Stone was cut 
ou of the Mountain without Hands, &c. the grrat 


s we ate met together 28 Miniſters of Chriſt's Church, 


only keep us from being aſhamed” of our Profeſſion, bur may = 
Difficilties and Oppoſitions that we ſhall meet with from evil 


in the firſt-ſetſe; indeed, the Words ate 2 Prophecy of the 
| laſt of the four great Mofiarchies of the World, that of the R! 
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- «God ſhewed him in Viſion't 
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of the holy Jeſus, as the high Law both of their Faith and 


. wonderful Fredidtion of the State, Nature, or Kingdom o 


human Race could boaſt olf. 
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had to the Roman Empire, and conſider them only as a very 


Chriſt's Church, Which, in its largeſt ſenſe, hath actuall 
| Phoved the nobleſt and moſt ſacred Body of Men that ever oui 


hat prophetic Light by which 
| Beginning, Middle, and End 
of this facred Body In thoſe Days ſhall the God of Heaven ſet u; 
a Kingdom which. ſhall never be "deſtroyed, and the Kingdom ſhall not 
be left to other People; but it ſhall conſume and:-break ta pieces all thoſe 
"Kingdoms; and it ſhall tand for ever. And for as much as tho! 
ſaweſt jt to be like a Stone which was cut out without hands and hee. 
came a great Mountain, the great God bath made known to the Ring 
"what ſhall come to ppſs hereafter, © Oo On J 


ln theſe Days, ſaid Daniel, by 


By this the Prophet pointed out both the Greatneſs, Nobleneſ;| 
and Excellency of the Thing, and alſo the unlikely and inhu | 
man Sight, impoſſible Means by which it ſhould be ſer up. It 
ſhould increaſe: from little to great; ſtom a ſingle Stone to al 
high Mountain; from a Grain of Muſtard-ſeed to a Tree in 
which the Birds of the Air ſhould neſt; and yet it ſhould be, 
without Hands, having none, in appearance, who were able 
o make that IncreaſqmG. F 
And how elegantly does this deſcribe both the Greatneſs o 
the Thing, and the eee eee which it began? 
That One Man, and he neither Prince nor Stateſman, nor en- 
couraged fo much as by the Rulers of his own little Nation, 
ſhould lay the Foundation of a Society that ſhould reach thro 
all Nations, and take in Kings and Kingdoms, as parts of it. 
For him to call himſelf its Lord, Head, Lawgiver, and ſend 
forth a few-obſcure Fiſhermen, without Wealth, Philoſophy, or 
Language, to be Promoters, Teachers, and Overſeers of it, 
with what Contempt and Sport muſt its Adverſaries think and | 
ſpeak of ſuch a Project? Sanballat's Scoff at the Jews would 
be thought much fitter to be applied ta theſe. : bat will theſe 
feeble Jews do? Will they fortify tbemſelves ? Will they ſocrifice? Mil 
_ they make an end in a day? Even tbat which they huild, if 4 Fox gil 
but up, be will. even break .down their Stone-Wall. - But ſince we 
have been Witneſſes of its happy Succeſs and End; ſince we 
have ſeen, not only the Laws and Religions of the World 
but Kings and Kingdoms, Philoſophers and Univerſities. bow 
down to this Scepter, and receive the Doctrines and Precept 
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| if r 
i Life; and that even they who have not Piety and Vireue 
enough to practice it, are forced for all that, in Hypocriſy, to 
diſſemble with, and pretend it great Kindneſs; how muſt we 
change our Voice and confeſs, that the Finger of God was in 
it? The Project was too great to be the Work of Man's Wit. If 
it had not been a Plant that God had planted, it —_—_ indeed, 
nd have come to nothing, as the Sanballat's, and all the wordly 
wiſe Men of that Age, by the Rules of human Wiſdom, had, 
with great Probability, conjectured; but being a Stone cut out, 
not by Man's, but the inviſible Hand of the Almighty, it hath 
increaſed to what we now behold it. * 3 
Well, but what is the true Nature of this Society, and for 
Ling what Ends was it ſet up? Wherein lies its Excellency and Uſe- 


i 


fulneſs; and what is that Power and Strength that holds it up, 
and ſhall make it ſtand for ever, according to the Prophecy in 
the Text? 5 e 
And as the Holy Ghoſt, very likely for the avoiding Contro- 
verſy, hath drawn and left its Characters in Parables and Cmpa- 
 riſons, rather than in Logical, Scholaſtical Definitions: I will _ 
| not doubt but that they are the beſt way of deſcribing it; 
and therefore, even before this Congregation, I will make uſe 
of the ſame plain Method, and firſt mention briefly ſome of 
the Compariſons by which our holy Writings deſcribe it; and 
then apply it both to our ſelves of the Clergy, and a little 
co the other part of the Congregation, who, I hope, are not 
” aſhamed of being Members of the ſame Body with us. 
ro The Parables then are, a Temple, the Body natural, a:hea- | 
it. venly Kingdom, a Shepherd, or Shepherds and their Flocks, a Vines 
tha, and many others, which I ſhall not have Time to ſpeak 8 
to particularly, // “ 
And firſt for that of a Temple. As this holy Church was preſi- 
| gured by the Tabernacle and Temple of the living God: And: } 
as hoth tile univerſal and particular Churches are now called by 
the N as our Houſes of Prayer, or Churches; that 
25 hurch, or Temple, is one of the: firſt or eldeſt Compa- 
vel 2 Cor. vi. 16. Ye are the Temple of the living God. A. I aid, 
1 will dwell in them, and I will be their God, and they ſball be my | 
People. The Doctrine, or Knowledge of God, that noble, exalt- 
ed, and true Idea, which, in ſome degree, even Children have, | 
cf God in our Chriſtian Ages, is a better kind of Reſidence of 
' -God, than even that ſupernatural Light that ſhone in Selowor's | 
e e,, Ti 1 Temple 
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| || the Beginning, ſo now its eminent Examples, Martyrs, Confeſe 


hs Et 6 F -- - 1 
Temple as a Sign of his Preſence. The Prayers and Confef. 
i]! fions that are made in our Churches, are like Serriſierr for Sin, 

the Thankſgivings like: Incenſe, and the Sermons and Inftrattios i 
in Truth, are like the Lamps burning in the Temple. Chrif | 
is the corner Stone of it, and his Croſs is the Token, or En- 

ſign, upon ics Top. As the holy Apofites and Evengelifts, in 


ſors, Benefactors, Teachers, Biſhops, und Chriſtian Princes, under 
{i God and Cbriſ, are its Pillars; and never a virtuous Perſon, 
{ who makes but One to fill up the Number of its Congrega» 
{4 tions but is a Part, and hath a Share in its Bleflings. And the 
bad Part of Men, who find à Convenience in taking Sanctua- 
ry under the Favour and Encouragement that it hath found in 
if the World, may very ficly be reſembled to its Duſt and Coburbre 
But as Smocence and Virtue were always taught to be needſul 
for Temples ; ſo Holineſs for ever becomes this Church of Chriſt; | 
and all who ace Members of it, or approach near it. Joy 
and Gladneſs, even Mirth with Innocence, are well becoming ei- 


| ther its holieft Places, or higheſt Days; but no vile Action 
can ever eſcape the Eye of him, who is Lord of this better 


J. Houſe than Solo mens. . e 
And it muſt not be omitted, that Peace and Unity, and bro- 
| therly Kindneſs ſhould be che Cemem that joins and unites 
ies Parts together. As the Temple. of Solomon was to be built 
without the Noiſe of Axes and Hammers; Strife and Conten- 
tion ſhould for ever be baniſhed che Walls of this Houſe of 
{| God: And if they are not kept out, but enter in ſinful immo- 
ral degrees, they are ſuch Deſecrations of it, that we m 
venture to fay ; That by the ſame degrees that they come IN, 
the Favour of the Almighty departs and leaves it. . 
And as this leads us to the Conſideration of it, as compared 
to the Body natural, that ſhall be the next Compariſon. that I 


nan Members, and all the Members of that Body bs 
ane Body, ſo alſo is Chriſt, . For the Body in not ons Member, "bit 
many. Ver. 25. That there ſhould be no Schiſm in the Body, bus 
that the Members fhrould have the ſame Care tne for another. For if 
22 Member ſuffer, all the Members ſuffer with it: Now are ye the 
Body of Chriſt, aud Members in particular. n 


and the Service that this doth towatds obtaining thoſs great 


Now, to perceive the deep Wiſdom of our Saviour in this, 


and excellent Ends which he aimed at by his Preaching. and 
{$i s . N | "I 7 i | Religion, 1 
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| ſhall mention. 1 Cor. xii. 12. For as che Bud) li one, und bath | 
ug wing, ard 


25 1 


Sin, Religion, we muſt carry our Thoughts to the very Bottom and 
ane Giſt Elements of our human Nature, which in its very Aale, 


to act in Society, under Government, and alone, 


ai out the help of others, can accompliſh nothing that is ei- 


ther great or laſting. The lives of Men are fo weak, out 


q Hands ſo ſhore, and the'Sagacities, Talents, and Powers of. 


our Natuxes, by the Divine Spirit, are given to Men ſa vari- 


Men are but like untwiſted Threads, os Grains of Sand that 
are ſufficient for Nothing. The wiſeſt Head, the ſtrongeſt 


of Men to join Hand in Hand in a well compacted Body; 
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nance, and the Youth: of all forts are trained up in readineſs 


intended Ends of the Creation 


| - | n 5 * ; AC BY . 
Aan, evan weak and: dying lan, meaſures. the: Heavens, | 


conquers all Arts and Sciences, fetches, the hidden Riches - 
out of the Bowels ef the Earth, paſſes the wide Seas, aud 
unites the moſt diſtant Nations in Leagues and exchange os 

Bleflings,. for the Honor of the Creaton, "and: the goad State, 

of Mankind upon Earth,” en i 
Now, as Society is the natural Means whereby Mankind 
n accompliſn great Werks; our Saviar, Who knew what 


was in, Man, and underſtood both heavenly and 'earthlyy 


Things alſo, did not miſs, this piece ef Wiſdom, but when 
he en ee publiſhed! his Religion, for the; better 
propagating 


ſtration af its Mitcacles, and the internal: Evidences ob its: own: | 


Truth, we muſt attribute that wonderful Sugceſs which: his 


Goſpel hath had in the World, to the Union and regular Or- 
der in which his Diſciples have acted; in carrying on their 


great Work, 


po our Saviour ſpake ſo as never Man ſpake befure him: 1 
Tho' ſome. of his Doctrines were: ſuch as Angels took. 2 plea- | 
. ſurs in locking into : Tho hg was Mighty both in Deeds 


ouſiy, and in ſuch imperfect Meaſures, that, acting ſingly, 


Hand, the moſt towering Genius, the greateſt Owner, or tha 
| longeſt Liver, of himſeif, can hardly accompliſh any things 
that is of Worth or Uſe < But when Reafon teaches Numbers 


# when, in Concert with others, wiſe Mien direct and the | | 
ſtrong execute, and the: Wealthy fupply Means and Mainte- 


to repair the Waſtes of Mortality thre an endlſs Sueceſſton. 
even our feeble Race is equal to the Works, Neceſſieics, and 


pr and obtaining the happy Ends of it, heſtabliſu h 
his Chrohg; ſuch: as I have already im part deſcribed it to 
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and Words, yet if he had left his Goſpel to ſtruggle with the 
I Teeth of Time, and the Careleſneſs, - Forgetfulneſs, Weak- 
neſs, and Mortality of Mankind, without the advantage I 
regular Society, with appointed Orders of Men, who, by Of- 
If fice, ſhould Preach and Labour in carrying of it on, in hu- 

man Probability his Divine Truth muſt have been loft, and 
Miracles forgotten, as important Meſſages of many holy Pro- 
phets had been 10ſt before. And that his Goſpel hath been 


for its Nurſing-fathers, and all the learned, well-governed, and 
improved Parts of the World receiving it for their Law, un- 
der God, and the power of its own Truth and Uſefulneſs, 
bath been owing to the mutual Afiſtange and ſtrong Effects 
of a well compacted Body, filled up with that which ever7 
Joint ſupplies. But to proceed; | _ . e 


-- To teach us, that it is not a meerly Arbitrary Society, in- 
to which we have no Obligation of entering unleſs we pleaſe, 
ie is compared to a Kingdom, and called the Kingdom of Hea« 
ven, ſixed here amongſt Men by Gl. 
As the holy Jeſus is its King, God hath» given to him 


= 


Power ſufficient both for the Government, Protection, and 
| Judging of it; and when, at the End of the World, He ſhall' 
i have put down all Things under his Feet, then ſhall be un- 
derſtood that Clauſe of the Text; That, tbe Stone cut out with- 
| aut Hands ſhould break in Pidees and conſume all thoſe Kingdoms, and 
i Roman Empire, was fulfilled by its Conquering and Breaking 


and it ſhould ſtand forever. That Phraſe, with reſpect to the 
"thoſe Kingdoms, into which the Government of Alexander had” 


of Shepherds over a Flock, or Stewards in a Houfhold. © And 
to teach every Member what good Fruits both Prieſts and Peo- 
ple muſt bring forth with Diligence, they are compared to a 
TJ 32755 2707 oa0ge HO OG OH od 
Io this purpoſe the Prophet iab, with reſpect to the 
Church of the Jews, in way of Deſcription, and with refpe | J - 
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preſerved with ſuch Effect to this Day, with ſo many Kings . 
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6 Chriſt's Church; in che way of Prophecy, ſpeaks with 

great Elegance, Chap. v. ver. 1. My Beloved bath a Vinchard in a 
 fruitfal il, and be fenced dt, and gathered out the Stones therg-. 


if, and planted it with the choiceſt Vine, and built a Tower in the 
midſt of it, and alſo made a Wine-preſs thertin, and he looked that it 


ould bring forth Grapes, and it brought forth wild Grapes. And he 
cloſes the Parable The Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts is the Hokſe 
of Iſrael, and the Men of Fudab his pleaſant Plant; and be looked for - 


IF udgment, but behold Oppreſſion ; for Righteouſneſs, but behold a 1 


I might proceed to mention the Compariſons, of a Net ca 
into the Sea, a Field of Wheat and Tares, an Army with Ban- 
ners, a Houſe upon a Rock, a City upon a Hill; bot from 
what hath been ſaid under theſe mentioned already, ſurely we 

ay ſay as David, in the like Caſe, Very excellent things are 


| ſp 1 of thee, thou City of God. Surely I may beſpake you as the 
am 


ne Divine Penman, Pſal. xlviii. 12. Vall about our Sion, and go 


¶ round about her, and tell the Towers thereof; mark well ber Bubwor f, 


conſider her Palaces, that ye may tell them that come after. 45 
And as we ſhall find it ſtanding upon the fame Rock ups 
on which it was firſt built, with the fame Promiſe, That rhe. 
Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt it, but that it ſhould ſtand 
faft, and continue for ever; Tho it hath Enemies round about 
it; Tho' the Sanbalats ſcoff, and the Rabſbekabs rail, and this” 


| crafty Acbitophels caſt their Heads together; Tho” its Adverſa- 


Which tbos 


is greater than all Things, and will have the Victory: It will 


ries thruft fore at it; and Hope they fhall down with it even 
to the Ground; I doubt not but we may anſwer them all in 

the Words of another of our ſacred Writers; ſpeaking by the 
Spirit, * the ſame Occaſion——=The Virgin, the Darts = 


Iſrael hath deſpiſed thee, and laugbed thee to ſcorn. The Daughter of 
Feruſalem bath ſhaken her Head at thee. | I know thy Coming up, an 
Dit ne; but God ſhall put his Hook into thy Noſe, and 
bis Bridle o thy Lips, and be will turn thee back by the Way wy 
The Chart 


amet. *- 5 | | 

| The « Chiilt»ftands ſtill, even in our Days, upon 
the ſame Rock on which it ſtood in thoſe Times. It ſtands 
upon the Power of God, and that good Providence of his 
which is always working in the World for good: It ſtands 
upon the Power of Truth, which is greater than all Things; 
for in all Points, the Truth” is the true Religion, and that is great, 
and wilt prevail. It was the Truth that God and our Savior 
commanded us to ſeek after, and teach the World; and that 
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gents, and to inforce the Powers that Chriſt hath given, with 


dation was chiefly for the Salvation of Mens Souls, yet the 


Civil Wiſdom and Proſperity. 


, ceo ER” „„ 
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and led the World into thoſe Paths of Truth ant 
| ments, and promoted all Things that are 


of the Goſpel, or of the Croſs, or of the Church of Chriſt. 


Honour. Altho' in the beginning, while its Followers were 
I few and poor, and the Deſign of it miſunderſtood; tho at 
chat Time, Men of Character were aſhamed. to be of them, 
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be juſtified by all its Children, and hath approved it ſelf to hY/*t, 
Conſciences of wiſe Men thro' all Ages. By laying” befor Patt 
Men the Preſence of God, and their own true Intereſt; and rot 


| -. the eternal Diſtinctions of Good and Evil, and the great Judgſion 


ment which is to end both the World and all our Lives: 1&5 v 
helps to make all its Diſciples juſt, faithful, uſeful, and goodie": 
in all States, Relations, and Fraternities in which they ar Ehe 
placed. Theſe are the noble Ends intended; and tho” the Sins Diſ 
and Wickedneſs of too many of thoſe who call themſelved h. 


__ Chriſtians, and the low imperfe& Size and State of our human 


Nature, have hindered the Effects from being equal to the of 


Holineſs of its Dodrines, Precepts, and Author; yet, throu'PN 


the Bleſſing of God that hath been with it, the Effects trul. and 


gained have been ſuch as have inclined the Kings and Princes hot 
and Law- makers of all the improved and learned Parts of theſwit 


World, not only to enter themſelves and their Children, by 
voluntary Baptiims, into its Society, but to incorporate it with 
their Governments, to imploy its Members as their own A- 


their own Laws and Penalties. And tho' the End of its Foun- 


Virtues, Diligence, and noble Spirit that it puts into its Fol- | 
owers, have been ſuch, as have improved all thoſe Kingdoms 


- Which have received it, not only in Piety, and the fear of God, ſſu 


and Knowledge of Jeſus, but in Learning and Arts, and all 


If any doubt the Truth of this, let them compare the Chri- 


Pian Nations with the Unchriſftened. Let the Inhabitants of Eu- dr 


rope be compared with the Africans, Indians, and Americans ; | ©? 
and it will eaſily be ſeen, that the Banners of Chriſt, and the 

Virtue of his Diſciples, have not only raiſed theis,dbagalicy, 
which God hath declared himſelf well-pleaſed, bit in all re- 
ſpects have improved their Reaſon, mended. - 


ded: their Govern- 
praiſe · worthy and 
A IP. FC 
And therefore, my Brethren, let us not be aſhamed, either 


Let not the Name of Cbriſtian be a Name of Reproach, but 


1 „ . * et 
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thet now that it is underſtood better, and the Improvement it 
for hath made in the World is ſeen, and we can eaſily believe the 
an Promiſes of God for its Continuance in ſpight of all Oppoſi- 
deFion, we may wear Chriſt's Croſs as a Badge of Honor; and 
Is we have good Reaſon to value our ſelves for being Mini- 
oodters of Chriſt in this holy Church, let us live up to the holy 
ar Character that we have upon us, and be diligent in the right 
in Diſcharge of that Sacred, Important, and Dificult Work to 
vegwhich we are called. NEE WES 2 
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jan And in deſcribing that (which is the next Point that I pro- 
theboſed) we may firſt of all rejoice greatly, that as we ſtand up- - | 
nn a Rock, having God and Chriſt, Reaſon and Scripture, 
ilyÞnd a good Government to ſupport us, we want no Evil Arts, ³⁶ 
des hot one piece of bad Practice, to help and ſupport our ſelves 
N Tho?, on both ſides of us, we ſee too many of them made 
thluſe of, ſome by weak, ſome by timerous, and ſome by deſign- 
A ing Men, we need not learn or practiſe ſo much as One of 


% 


n For inſtance We need no uncommon Pretenſions to the 
je Ppirit, and then prove them, not by higher degrees of Truth 
Land Excellency above others, but by raſh ſpeaking, without 
Premeditation, Extemporary as they call it, and too often by ab- 
Sfurd Enthuſſaſtical Effufions. Ye RD vey 
 Again——=We need not Lye for God, nor lay hold of the 
{Credulity of the People, nor Encourage popular Superſtitions. © - 
We need nor fright People with Purgatory Fires, and then 
draw their Money out of their Purſes,-with pretences that we 
can deliver the Sufferers out of them by our bought Prayers 


— 
: and Maſſes. % | 1 
„We need. not arrogate to our ſelves an impudent Pretence, 
chat We cap firſt turn Bread into Chriſt, then offer him up a 
: ad, and then eat him; and prove all 
ces, and Legendary Tales of Bread' 


Sacrifice 


; Quick and De 
: | » by . 


bleeding. 2 . FP. „ 3 8 | 

We have no need to cajole the ignorant Rabble with vain | 
Conceits, that we, tho' mortal Men, have real Power to for- 
give Sins. We can Miniſter to Men the true Doctrine of Re- 

|| conciliation upon the Terms of the Goſpel; and if they ful- _ 

fil the Conditions of Salvation, our Abſolution ſhall give them 

Comfort, and God forbid that any fincere Man ſhould miſcar-' '} 

ty with i but if Men are ha in their -own-Repentanes' |} 
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1 to their low Habitations. 
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and Amendment, we have no nn Mbſelution ain wil rel 
make a Hypocrite paſs for a juſt Man in the be hay of him be 
Who cannqt be deceived. 

Again, we need not do Evil that Good may come of It 
nor inforce Chriſt's Goſpel by Perſecution and ViolenceJri 
much leſs. by Maſſacres — Bloodſhed. _ de 

We neither need flatter Princes, and court Bhs with 82 re 
crifiges / of a Nation's Right; nor on the other hand do we 
need to court Factions and Parties, and ſupport them in ge. q' 
dition and Rebellion againſt their lawful Princes, that they ti 
in Requital, may ſupport our Dodtrines. bi 

| They who have neither Seripture nor Reaſon, nor with Go 2 
vernments to ſupport them in teaching the Truth, are forced a 
to ſupply thoſe Defects by thoſe ungodly Arts; but as we 
have the true Goſpel, and a happy Conſtitution; as we have 
te Truth, the Truth makes us ſo free as to be abpye any ſuch 
lit diſhoneſt Submiſfions.. 57H 

But tho? we need no evil Arts, rhans: are man) Things 
that we do need; and ſhall find ſo ablolnely neceſſary, tha 
we muſt not be without them. 

And firſt of all, we muſt be diligene in Preaching ad 
Teaching, and letting Men ſee the Truth: For if the Truth 
be at Mens Doors, if we do not let them ſee it. Tho' we 
do not keep it in Latin, if we do not make the Engliſb reach 
their Ears and Underſtandings, we cannot expect that igno- 
rant and unlearned Men ſhould either receive or obey 
Faith comes by Hearing, and how can they hear without a- {pt * 
And for want of ſuch Preaching and Application of it as 
might have made is effectual, the greateſt part of this King- 
dom hath the real Goſpel of Chriſt hidden from them to 
this Day; and tho''it be round about chem, it ſhig 
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But I will not urge this Point too ſeverely. I of le 

| of the Nation, either by the Clergy/s:Diligeng@, or < 

| Providence, the Caſe is better; but ſtill Poe, a all 
“kinds and ways of Inſtruction, both in Seaſon and out of 
Seaſon, is Duty of us Miniſters, and we muſt make our 
Words reach to the Poore ſt as well as to the Rich. Chriſt's 
| Goſpel is ſent to the Poor, and we are his Stewards and Meſ- 
ſengers. to convey. it to them; and tho? on other Accounts, 


dhe Truth it ſelf requires that we be Free, in this we Towns 
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And as we muſt endeavour to make our Words reach to as 


f it many as we are able, we muſt take head that we Tach ir 
nce 


Sa- 
We 


de 


Willers, Servants, if you will, to every Man who hath a 801 I to 


rightly. We muſt be religiouſly, almoſt rigidly fait hful in 
delivering the Chriſtian Faith unaltered, uncorrupted,,. as we 


received it. 


- And as the doing this, after this long diſtance of Ti me, re- 
quires much Study of the holy Scriptures, and careſul Exami- 


tion of the firſt Faith, You, our Brechren of the Lait, muſt 


bear with us on all Hands, if we are, ſometimes, à little j 


more earneft and zealous, than you think we need to be, 
about the right Words and Phraſes in which we deliver it. 
Some pious and peaceable, and very good Men, are apt 


to blame us at ſuch Times, becauſe we diſpute and trouble 


chil the World, as they think, about Words only: But the: ſhould 


indeed we paſs the Bounds of Decency and Charity, and ufs 


Again As we muſt be honeſb and careful in deliverit 1g 
the Chriſtian Faith as we received it, and-diligant in teachi ag 
it ig all chat we can in every Gane ration g. ſo we. mult. : dd 


Conſider, that Words, Phraſes of Speech, ate the Land. Au hrłt and 


Partitions. of the higheſt. Truths and greateſt Right; in the 
Creation, and ſomgtimes. even the different Point ing of a 
Sentence changes the Senſe of all, and makes: Life or Death 
depend upon it. i 
One of the greateſt Diſputes that ever engaged; the Chri- 


ſtian World, was about one. ſingle Letter, Shang. or i 


and yet what a wide difference doth that one Letter make in 
our Chriftian Faith? Whether the World ſhould worſhip God 


only, or a Creature with him, depended upon that one Let 


er. 


And ther | 
ſoon for that Exactneſs that we aim at in theſe Queſtions.: If | 


ſuch Language or ſuch Paſſion. as obſcures the Teubt 
Küirhs the Peace either of Church or State, as you may 
2 19 ers, they who are able, may be our Reprovers g 
A 's But 


ſerve Right and 


either 


— 6 


af preſerving che Chriſtian Faith, or any Faith and; Prutb i, 


1 2 "Þ 4 mY  , 3 5 8 
N $. 7 Ts 4 . N &# + 
* 4 14K 1. i He FA 


. — — — — 


- 


ͤ—E—ä—ͤ— — x ᷑ mew 
— — —bñ—d ä ö — 


fo judge not. too hardly, nor condemn us t oo 


en our Care is only to clear of Superſtition pre 
And keep the Truth uncorrupted; if we are: ſo- 
berly zealous; and careful to be accurate even in our Words 
vou may forgive us the Wropg:; for these is no other wang! 


{ \ | — — — 


as much Learning and ſound judgment, and uſeful Know? 
is: ledge of all Kinds as ever we are able. For the Prieſts Lips ſhould 
Go + ack Knowledge. As Princes and Parliaments, and Benefactors have 
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Civil Government hath given ſome for the Edificatioh | 
II took Notice before, that the Strength and Succeſ of 
ſſtianicy depended much upon our Saviour's having ſoined his 
Diſciples into a Body, or Church : And as his Church Eri verſal, 
bis Church truly Catholic is the nobleſt Society that was ever 
formed out of our human Race, let us preſerve its Strength; 
and help to make it uſeful by our own acting regularly, ànd 
yet vigorouſly in our ſeveral Stations. rde 
And here, as Churchwardens are more than common Mem- 
bers at large: As you are Choſen and Sworn into an Office of 
importance, and are here with a legal Power of begianiag the 
n „ Refor mation 
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provided for us Means of Learning, Colleges for our Educa- 
tion, and Maintenance to give us Leiſure for Study, that ever 
after we may make true Learning and uſeful Knowledge our 


conſtant Buſineſs and Employment; we ſhould make our Pro- 


firing appear proportionably by the extent of our Knowledge 
above the Vulgar. 8 | 85 


Some Nen in way of Cavil and Objection tell us, that we 


are appointed by the State, and have a great Part of our Au- 
thority from the Civil Powers. If ſuch Men were really ho- 
neſt in their Argument, they ſhould for that Reaſon join with 
us, and add ſome Degree of Reſpect to that which they had 


for us on other accounts; for even Nature teaches all Nations 
| to ſtrengthen the Hands ef thoſe that their Gonſtitutions ap- 


point, as needful for the Peace and Improvement of the good 
State and Order of the World. And as they ought to argue 
thus, if they would uſe their own Argument rightly, I do at 
this Time uſe it to encourage all kind of Learning and Virtue, 


and alſo peaceable Behaviour, that the Civil Powers may not 
repent their having joined their Authority with that which is 


committed to us by God and Jeſus. But to proceed; 
As the Strength of Chriſt's Church, and its Succeſs in do- 
| ing good, are much owing to its being a Society, or regular 
Body, in which the ſeveral Members acted orderly in carry- 
' Ing on their great Work, we muſt often conſider our Duty and 


Wt | r5ght Behaviour in that reſpect. We muſt not give Ear to the 


Notions of thoſe who would looſen the Cords of this Society, 
and break the Diſtinctions and Subordination of the ſeveral 
Ranks, and weaken that Authority which both God ang t E 
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Reformation and Amendment of any thing that is amiſs it 


thoſe Parts of the Church that are in your Towns; conſider } 
rightly the Station you are in, and act up to it like good Chri- 
ſtians and good Townſmen. As the Regularity and good Or- 
der of the Towns that you appear for, will be much owing | 
to your right diſcharge of that Office, make uſe of the Op- 
portunity that you have, of being Inftruments of Good, and 
be 


be Honeft and Diligent in diſcharge of that very tender Truſt 4 
I chat is repoſed in you, both for Mens Souls and Temporal In- 
i cereſts. 3 | by 


And not only Churchwardens, but all good People are 


Members of the ſame Body, and ought chearfully to join with 


us Miniſters, in carrying on the ſame Cauſe of God and 
Virtue, and the good State of all Places: And therefore be 
perſwaded heartily to join with us, and to ſtrengthen the 


Hands of every diligent and good Man amongſt yon. 
And how hard is it when any ſober and pious Clergyman, 


inſtead of having the Civil Part of his Pariſh aſſiſt and help 


him, hath any of them join with the Adverſary in ſcoffing at 
God and Goodneſs, and reproaching and hindering him in 


| his Labours. The unkind Speeches and Neglects of ſuch Per- ; 


ſons, cut deep and diſcourage pious Men in their Labours. As 


for the Jeſts and Abuſes of the Looſe and Prophane, we can 


bear with them with more Patience: We count of them 
when we undertake the Office. As we throw what Shame we 
can upon their lewd Courſes, we expect that, in requital, 
they will give us Stroke for Stroke, and take every Opportuni- 
ty of turning either our Miſtakes or Defects to the hinderance 
of our Work: But this, tho hard, we are prepared for, It is 
part of our Warfare, and we go through it without Surpriſe : 
But v ober People, or Fathers of Children, or Mafters of 
Families, who ſhould ſupport Virtue, when they are drawn bx 
looſe Notie 
Examples u 


| lake thoſe who are not Strong, almoſt faint in their 
ours. „ | „„ 
I might proceed to other Points of Exhortation, both to 


MNiniſters and People, and add many other Chriſtian Virtues 


that we have to practiſe; but that I may not treſpaſs upon 
your Patience, or prevent other Buſineſs that muſt have its 
Time, I will only add, That without due Care in all theſe 
reſpects, both Chriftian Men and Chriſtian Nations may fall, 
and the beſt Church that was ever planted in any Conor f 
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s to be our Enemies, their unkind Words and evil! 
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under the Name of Chi may become Anti- Cbriſfian Tho 
ir general it be promiſed, that the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
&vail ſo far, but that both Chriſt's Faith and Chrift's Church 
| Fine where of other ſhall ſtand for ever, and be found even 
at the ſecond Coming of our Savior: And tho* we doubt 
not but the ſame Power of God and Truth, and its Uſeful 
neſs, that hath preſerved it ſo long, will preſerve it ftill ; that 
183 3 does not ſecure one ſingle Church, or Man, in parti 
WW if 2 whatever Place was meant by it, was at one Time 
an Elected Church in Honor, and at another the Miſtreſi of 
Ha rlots, or the Myſtical Repreſentation of all Abominations. | 
And therefore let both thoſe Men and Churches that think 
they ſtand, take heed left they fall. Facilis deſcenſus Averni: 
Eaſy is the Way of Error, and wide is the Gate of Deftru- 
aion; and the leſs care we take, the ſurer we are to find 
dur ſelves in it: And therefore happy are both thoſe Men and 
Churches that fear always, and are always upon their Guard 
Rach ͤ . 
That the Conſideration of theſe and ſuch like Truths may 
, make all baptized Chriſtians fo careful of their Duty, that 
Chriſt's Church may be like a Temple for its Purity, . like a Stene 
or Rock for its Stability, like a fruitful Vineyard for the Number 
of its good Works of all kinds, like an Army for the good Or- 
der of its Diſciples and their Chriftian Courage in doing good, 
like the Body Natural for the Support and Aſſiſtance that its 
Members give and receive from one another; and that thus 
united, it may continue and ſtand faſt for ever, and be an 
Inſtrument of great Good to Mankind, GO D, of his Mercy, 
grant for the Sake and Merit of the ſame Jz$vs, its great 
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